
“The levy’s new title reflects a more accurate description 
of what the levy actually pays for,” Board President Cindy 
Kelly said. “Essentially, it is the same levy we’ve run - the 
maintenance and operations levy - and operated under 
for many years. Maintenance is only one part of what  
the levy pays for.” 

Levy questions, comments and suggestions may be  
sent via email to  info@portangelesschools.org, or by  
U.S. Mail to:  Superintendent, Port Angeles School  
District, 216 East Fourth Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362. 

Visit Levy News on the School District website, www.
portangelesschools.org for additional information 
about the February 14, 2017 levy ballot measure.

District representatives are available to share  
information about the February 14, 2017 levy with  
your neighbors and community organizations.   
Contact Communications and Community Relations  
Coordinator Tina Smith-O’Hara by phone  
(360.565.3703) or email (tsmithohara@
portangelesschools.org) to schedule a presentation.
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The Port Angeles School District Board of Directors 
has approved Replacement Educational Programs and 
Operation Levy Resolution No. 1617-03 to be placed on 
the February 14, 2017 ballot. 

• The levy is a replacement levy for the two year main- 
tenance and operations levy, approved in February 
2015, which is set to expire December 31, 2017.

• Levy dollars will continue to fund educational 
programs and operation, including mandated 
programs not funded by Washington State, and 
including but not limited to, maintaining reasonably 
low class sizes, student transportation, athletics, music
programs, extracurricular activities, special education, 
vocational programs, highly capable programs, 
technology and maintenance.

• The resolution provides for a four year levy with a fixed 
amount of $9,100,000 collected on all taxable property
within the School District in 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021.

• Public school districts in Washington State receive the 
majority of their annual operating funds from the state.
However, the State only provides approximately 68% 
of what it costs to provide a child’s public education. 
The balance of the money needed is expected to come 
from local levies and the federal government. 

The estimated dollar rate for the levy is:

2018 - $3.30 per $1,000 of assessed value
2019 - $3.26 per $1,000 of assessed value
2020 - $3.23 per $1,000 of assessed value
2021 - $3.20 per $1,000 of assessed value

Actual tax rates per $1,000 assessed value are set by 
Clallam County and may fluctuate.  The levy rate is 
calculated from the total assessed valuation of all the real 
property within the School District boundaries.

The levy amount collected by the School District 
($9,100,000 each year) does not increase after it is set in 
place, regardless of changes in assessed property value.  

The approved amount is approximately what the current 
levy supports now, an estimated 22% of the PASD budget.

Replacement Levy on  
February 14, 2017 Ballot
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From the SuperintendentWe’re busy at the Central Office, not only with daily work, but with the Board’s vote to hold a February 14, 2017 levy election, our work now includes getting the “levy word” out. 
The levy vote is for a four-year levy to replace the current maintenance and operations levy which expires at the end of 2017. 

You’ll notice a new title for the levy, Replacement Educational Programs and 
Operation Levy, which more accurately portrays what the levy actually pays 
for.  Other good news is the levy amount estimate per dollar is actually very 
close to what property tax payers within the School District pay now.  We’ll also be updating the School District’s Strategic Plan to move us forward 

through the next five years.  Stay tuned for news about the process and how 
you can be involved in providing feedback.
Take a few moments to read about a few of the wonderful activities happen-
ing in our schools and classrooms in this issue of Visions – Sqords for fifth graders, travels to Hurricane Ridge, Ozobots, Natural Helpers, Hamilton’s storm drain project, and more. Our teachers, principals and support staff continue to provide diverse opportunities for our students. Thank you to our 

many community partners who support our students’ learning in making these activities happen. 
As we enter the late fall and winter seasons, let me thank our maintenance, custodial and transportation teams in advance for their continued vigilance 
during uncertain weather.  Depending on weather conditions, decisions to close school or start late are usually made by 5:00 a.m. and generally out to the news media by 5:30 a.m. Let’s hope for a safe and incident-free winter!Best wishes for a continued great school year!

— Marc Jackson, Ed.D. 

A grant awarded through Governor Jay Inslee’s Healthiest 
Generation Initiative enabled the Port Angeles School 
District (PASD) to purchase and install water filling stations 
in six district schools – Dry Creek, Hamilton and Jefferson 
Elementary Schools, Stevens Middle School, and Port 
Angeles and Lincoln High Schools. Franklin and Roosevelt 
Elementary Schools had the stations previously installed 
through fundraising efforts.

“The units are Elkay ezH20 bottle filling stations,” Nolan 
Duce, PASD director of maintenance explained. “They are  
refrigerated, filtered and energy efficient. They count 
bottles saved as well as let staff know when the filter needs 
changing. And they are made in the USA.”

“The addition of water 
bottle filling stations 
has helped to increase 
student water intake,” 
added Hamilton physical 
education instructor Krista 
Winn, who helped write 
the grant. “They have been 
a fantastic addition to our 
schools and are used by 
both students and staff.”

Taylor Lester, a second grader, 
 is shown using the water filling 

station at Hamilton Elementary.

Water Filling 
Stations in all Schools



On Thursday, November 17, 2016 fifth grade students 
from George Kheriaty and Becky Gundersen’s classes at 
Hamilton Elementary will hit the streets on the west end 
to combat pollution.  The kids, in cooperation with the City 
of Port Angeles Public Works Department, Port Angeles 
School District administrators, the County Streamkeepers, 
the Port Angeles Education Foundation and parent 
volunteers, will mark over 100 storm drains in the Hamilton 
School area neighborhood.

“The parents have been outstanding to donate their time, 
talent and resources,” says Kheriaty. “Working together has 
made this process educational and enjoyable for the kids!”

The storm drain marking plaques will help to raise public 
awareness that water pollution in our city storm drain 
systems directly effect our area’s salmon population.  

Kheriaty was awarded an environmental grants before 
in October 2000 from the Port Angeles WalMart’s Green 
Team for his idea to paint the storm  
drains in the area.  

Kheriaty credits teachers before him that have inspired 
his involvement in this important community project.  
Teachers at Jefferson Elementary and Queen of Angels 
have been involved in similar community projects, as well 
as the Port Angeles Boy Scouts. 

Cadets Focus on Leadership and Training
Eighty-two Port Angeles High School (PAHS) Naval Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps (NJROTC) cadets took part in 
two and a half days of annual Basic Leadership Training on 
campus over the last weekend in October.

Although advisors, Captain Jon Picker, USN (Ret) and Senior 
Chief Petty Officer Justin Beck, USN (Ret) planned and 
oversaw the planned activities, senior cadets clearly ran  
the activities.  

“The curriculum changes from year to year,” said Captain 
Picker. 

Initially, the focus is on “disorientation,” an element of 
surprise, confusion, added to a sense of urgency.  Various 
activities allowed the cadets to work together and get to 
know their shipmates.  Divided in to groups, the cadets 
organized and learned basic routines for the weekend, for 
example, how to set one’s bunk or stand watch. 

Service members from the Army, Coast Guard, Marines 
and Navy plus local firefighters provided an educational 
element which focused on physical fitness and career 
opportunities within other trades.  

Saturday met with some excitement for the cadets and 
the high school neighborhood.  A Coast Guard helicopter 
landed on the field near the Main Gym and cadets had 
a close-up view and opportunity to interact with the 
professionals. Firefighters led by Lieutenant Mike Hansen 
demonstrated fire hose use, shared information about the 
Explorer’s program and demonstrated options for use by a 
fire truck.

“The PAHS NJROTC program began in the mid-90s,” shared 
Captain Picker, “and started with modest numbers… Major 

Leo Campbell was in charge and initially his job was to close 
the program.  He made some changes, mixed grade levels, 
and the program grew and became sustainable to where it 
is today.”

“The Navy, by law, requires a minimum of 100 students 
or 10% of the student population in order to continue its 
funding,” he added. “Today we have 120 cadets participating 
in the high school program.”

“On graduation from high school about one-third of our 
cadets go in to the service,” Picker said. “About one-third go 
on to college and one-third go in to the job force. Students 
in the program cover the whole spectrum of the high school 
population.”

“We create opportunities for kids.  Whether college, trade 
school or work-bound, we are helping them learn who they 
become.”

Cadets Kylee Reid and Niklaus von Houck, NJROTC 
leaders, are shown returning from a helicopter ride during 
the weekend training. 

Students Track Their 
Activity Levels 
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Port Angeles School District (PASD) fifth grade students 
received wearable Sqord devices to track their activity  
levels during a Kick-off Assembly on Monday, October 
10th at Roosevelt Elementary School.  

“We’re always looking for opportunities to partner with 
our local agencies in our schools,” PASD Assistant Superin-
tendent Chuck Lisk said.  “Having Olympic Medical Center 
(OMC) sponsor Sqord is exciting for our students and staff.  
It’s one way to use technology to encourage a healthy 
lifestyle which in turn supports student success in the 
classroom.”

“When we learned about the Sqord technology platform 
and its positive impact in other schools and communi-
ties throughout the state, we were eager to sponsor its 
adoption in our local school districts,” Eric Lewis, OMC 
chief executive officer, added. “By making Sqord Booster 
wristbands available to all fifth grade students, the Port 
Angeles School District is reinforcing the importance of 
physical activity at a critical time in students’ lives.” 

“Students wear the Sqord Activity Pod to record the  
intensity and duration of their physical activity,” Krista 
Winn, Hamilton physical education instructor, explained. 
“They are able to track their activity during physical educa-
tion classes, at recess, during the school day and at home.  
They can sync their Sqords with an app to keep track of 
their activity levels.  Students can use their data to set  
personal goals and monitor their progress towards reaching 
those goals.”

“Students are enjoying their opportunity to use the 
Sqords,” Winn continued.  “Not only are students wearing 
them during the school day, but they are wearing them 
out in the community where they can answer people’s 
questions about the ‘things on their wrists.’”

“At Hamilton, I have created an incentive program based 
on points,” she added.  “When a student reaches three 
million points they receive a Sqord sticker that attaches 
to their pod and at five million points they will be able to 
replace their black wristband with a colored wristband of 
their choice.”

“We really appreciate OMC providing our students with 
this great program!”

Visit https://sqord.com to learn more. Accompanying 
photo shows, left to right, Joe Mulder, Jayden McLarty and 
Gordon Wahto, all fifth graders from Jefferson Elementary,  
as they try on their new Sqords.

Hamilton 5th Graders to Hit the Streets! 
This project has been funded by the Port Angeles Public 
Works Department and the Port Angeles Education 
Foundation.

Accompanying photo shows Kheriaty and Becky 
Gundersen’s fifth grade classes as they listen to City of 
Port Angeles Public Works & Utilities Department staff 
on Thursday, October 27th. Left to right (standing), Lucio 
Baack, Jonathan Boehme and Kathryn Neal speak about the 
stormwater system and ongoing projects the department 
maintains in Port Angeles.  Students were encouraged to 
call the Pollution Hotline to report spills of oil, paint, suds or 
sewage in local ditches, drains or waterways – 360.417.4745.

Visit www.cityofpa.us/stormwater.htm for City of Port 
Angeles stormwater utility information.



do more complex things is, I think, critical. The same way in 
which we learn to read and work with numbers in primary, 
we should be experiencing a shift toward technical thinking 
and skills.”

“Our world is changing at a rate incomprehensible to me,” 
Anderson continued. “Students, in my opinion, must view 
themselves as competent engineers. They must know they 
are able to solve simple and complex problems around 
them through hard work, research, perseverance, and 
critical thinking. Ozobots are a simple way to integrate 
technology into primary education.” 

Accompanying photo shows, left to right, Keira Andersen 
and Tyann Connary, first graders in Wyndi Anderson’s class, 
using Ozobots.

Angeles schools this fall,” reported Brailey. “This is the first 
year we have tried this program and it is a partnership I 
would love to see continued and be able to expand our reach 
in upcoming years.”  

Brailey can be reached through the WSU Extension office’s 
main phone line at 360.417.2279.  Individuals interested in 
gleaning (either volunteers who would like to pick produce 
or landowners who have gardens and trees to pick) can call the 
main line or email Littlefield at Daniel.littlefield@wsu.edu.

Accompanying photo shows, left to right, Karlena Brailey, 
Dan Littlefield, Bentley Egnew and Leeann McComb during 
the Great Apple Give-away at Stevens Middle School.

Franklin fifth grade teacher Gunnar Thomason is sharing 
his technology knowledge with others, including Wyndi 
Anderson and her first grade class, through a three year 
Olympic Stem Pathways Partnership grant to inspire 
teachers to collaborate in bringing STEM education to 
students on the Peninsula.

“My philosophy when it comes to future problem solvers is 
in part to get students to be great story tellers and persevere 
in solving mysteries,” Thomason explained. “The Ozobots are 
a great vehicle in improving both of these skills.” 

What’s an Ozobot?  It’s a tiny robot small enough to fit in the 
palm of a first grader’s hand! 

After a short lesson on programming, Thomason and 
volunteer Jeff Spaulding had Anderson’s first graders writing 
codes that told the bots what to do – what direction to go 
and how fast.  Some students used Ozobot color pens and 
paper to learn basic code commands, drawing lines and 
using colors and their creativity to determine the Ozobot’s 
actions.  Other students were using Chromebooks and a 
program called Ozoblockly to download their codes into the 
Ozobots.  

“As story tellers,” Thomason explained, “students are coding 
actual narratives.” 

“I can see this evolving into social studies lessons,” Anderson 
added. “We could code the bots to follow a path through 
our park or show emergency routes that might 
be needed in a forest fire. Students could create 
paths for the bots to spell their name, find a way 
home from school, or design a trip to the grocery 
store. At this stage, getting students set up to 

The Washington State University (WSU) Clallam County 
Extension program partnered with the Port Angeles School 
District for the Great Apple Give-away during several Port 
Angeles schools’ events.

Karlena Brailey, nutrition and physical activity coordinator for 
the Extension program, worked with local gleaners to provide 
sacks of apples and pears for distribution to Port Angeles 
families.

Dan Littlefield, the Extension’s food recovery coordinator, 
provided Brailey with a list of landowners for locations to 
pick.

“Clallam County landowners call in to the Extension 
Office with trees or fruit and vegetable crops they have 
an abundance of that they would like to share and open 
to community members to come pick,” said Brailey.  “Dan 
coordinates the process that connects landowners with 
people who would like to pick - an effort to reduce food 
waste in our community.”

“The Great Apple Give-away combines the resources of 
two of our Extension programs,” she explained. “My role 
focuses on nutrition and physical activity opportunities.  This 
event increases access to fruits and veggies for families and 
students at schools that have a free and reduced lunch rate of 
50% or more.”

“We distributed an estimated 2,500 pounds of locally grown 
apples and pears to families and staff at five different Port 

Technology and Imagination Integrated 

Great Apple Give-away in Port Angeles 
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In late September second grade classes from Roosevelt 
Elementary took an adventure students in other towns 
and cities only dream about. They travelled to Hurricane 
Ridge to participate in an out-of-classroom learning 
session with Olympic National Park rangers. 

“The hands-on experience of learning about rocks, 
formations and the rock cycle is crucial to building not 
only a scientific understanding of rocks/geology, but a 
love of science and nature,” Principal Michelle Olsen said.

Teacher Sharon Fritschler recalls the program beginning 
at Fairview Elementary in 2008 with Dean Butterworth, 
a new staff member then, who is now the outreach and 
education specialist for the Park.

Fritschler explained there are three components to the 
lessons students have with the rangers - taking a hike 
and talking about rock formations along the Ridge, 
learning about rock identification at the Ridge Visitor 
Center and screening the rocks.

“We developed the programs by examining the FOSS kits 
that the elementary grades were using and then looking 
for kits with content areas that connected with park 
resources,” Butterworth added.  “We then designed our 
program to act as an extension to the Pebbles, Sand and 
Silt FOSS kit.”

“One of my goals for our education program is that the 
park and its education programs are a tool that supports 
teachers in their work with students,” he continued. 
“Students come to appreciate the complexity of the 
park’s ecosystems through repeated field trips/education 
programs over the course of their academic years.”

For Fritschler, her students share a common experience, 
a link to a place they’ve all been to, a bond to where we 
live…. “A premise for writing is language experience,” she 
said.  “Students build vocabulary with their experiences.  
Writing and art helps kids remember what they did…. 
Experience encourages inquiry and often other lessons 
throughout the year relate to our Olympic National Park 
trip, for example, our discussion about Teddy Roosevelt 
or the Elwha Dam removal.”

Fritschler’s students described their trip enthusiastically 
as “cold, hungry, rocks, the view, happy, scary and fun.”

Olympic National Park rangers also hosted second grade 
classes from Franklin and Dry Creek Elementary Schools 
at the Park’s Visitor Center. 

Students Take a Lesson 
at Hurricane Ridge 

Students, left to right, are Aiden Steward, Kaleb Temple and Jack Root 
with Dean Butterworth.



For about 30 years, Natural Helpers have been assisting others with challenges at Stevens Middle 
School. A new group of 40 students now continues this tradition. This year’s Natural Helpers 
were provided the knowledge and skills to take care of themselves first and then help others at a 
Natural Helper Training Retreat held October 12th through the 14th at Camp David, Jr.

“My Natural Helpers experience was very enjoyable and moving. I learned many important skills 
and tools to solve conflict and become a better Natural Helper. The instructors found hands-on 
ways to teach us skills - like a trust exercise where a person led us around outside while you 
closed your eyes and a fast-paced training about put-downs where we read an insult and the 
trainer came back with a constructive comeback. I took away many skills from this experience - 
conflict management, leadership skills, and general skills to help kids with issues that might arise. 
This experience has made me a much better problem solver and I look forward to helping my 
fellow students.”  Jesse Driese, SMS 7th grade

“Natural Helpers was a good training that taught each student selected ways to be a leader, how 
to be trustworthy, and how to help somebody who is having a problem with bullying, friends, 
family or school. Something that I learned at Natural Helpers is the helping skill. This is a great skill 
to have when somebody looks sad, is crying, looks mad, or is even sitting by themselves. I learned 
that if there is a huge problem or concern like suicide when you are talking to that person you 
need to go get help from an adult. If it is a problem like a girlfriend-boyfriend break up, then you 
can help take care of that problem. We learned what to do and how to get help depending on 
what the situation is. I wish everyone had the opportunity to have Natural Helper training. Not 
only would more kids be trained, but it might reduce stress in students’ lives.”   
Anne Edwards, SMS 7th grade

“I learned many, many skills from this educational camp. One of the main focuses on the first 
day was no labels or negative talk to your peers or anyone. We went over these words and how 
they affect others. The second day we really focused on trusting others and the problems within 
our school, and brainstormed on how to solve these community problems. We practiced trust 
with people we just met and we also went over the problems that kids at Stevens felt were most 
serious and how and what to do to help 
out. The third and last day we focused 
on scenarios, what to do and how to 
handle them. Natural Helpers were 
given situations and were given 
the options to help solve or refer 
to adults. I appreciated that we 
had many hours of training and 
learned many valuable skills.” 
Jason Kibe, SMS 8th grade

Accompanying photo shows, 
left to right, Jesse Driese, Jason 
Kibe and Anne Edwards during 
the Natural Helpers Training.
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Devlin Borg-McDaniel, graduate of June’s Port Angeles High 
School’s class of 2016, definitely went through a lot of changes 

in his time growing up in Port Angeles.  But one thing he was always sure of…He didn’t 
want to go down a problem-filled path.  

 “I was taught to work for things I want,” Borg-McDaniel said. “My family pushed me to 
challenge myself. My dad and the rest of my family are hard workers and that gave me 
the motivation to work hard, too.”

In his sophomore year of high school, Borg-McDaniel struggled with his grades and 
didn’t have any ideas for what he wanted to do in life.  College was not financially 
attainable, or so he thought at the time, and he entertained the idea of dropping out of 
high school.

Borg-McDaniel credits teacher PAHS woods technology teacher Tim Branham for 
providing key support when he needed it most.  “He watched me grow during four years 
of woods classes,” Borg-McDaniel said. “He saw my struggles and knew of my poor grades 
in other classes. Through his encouragement, and using woods classes as a passion, I was 
able to focus and get my grades up.”

Although he spent most of his time focused on just getting through high school, he  
participated in SkillsUSA state events in Job Demo and Cabinetmaking as a junior and senior. 

“In my junior year, I met a Marine recruiter,” Borg-McDaniel continued, “and although 
I wasn’t interested at first, he told me of the options in the Corps.  I was especially 
interested in the GI bill which gave me the option to attend college after the service.”

Making a commitment to the Marines early clearly gave Borg-McDaniel the motivation 
he needed to get his grades up and look forward to his future. 

He just finished Boot Camp and although he’s made a four year commitment and is 
uncertain as to where he’ll be stationed, he now has a plan and that clearly makes him 
happy. “Maybe I’ll make the Marines a career, or go to a four year college or a two year 
technical college, or take classes for business. One day I may set up my own wood shop 
and make ‘man-made’ products.”  

Accompanying photo shows Borg-McDaniel with PAHS teacher Tim Branham. 

Tracking Student Success:

Devlin Borg-McDaniel
PAHS Class of 2016

Vision
All Port Angeles School District students will 
reach high standards and graduate prepared 
with knowledge, skills, and abilities to choose 
a successful future.

Mission
The Port Angeles School District creates and 
sustains learning communities that prepare 
each student to live, work, and learn success-
fully in a changing world.
NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: Port Angeles School District 
does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis 
of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or 
identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups. The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination: Title IX Coordinators, Civil Rights Compliance 
Coordinators:  Scott Harker, 216 East Fourth St. Port Angeles, 
WA 98362, (360) 457-8575, sharker@portangelesschools.org, 
for Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Brianne Barrett, 216 East 
Fourth St., Port Angeles, WA 98362, (360) 457-8575, bbarrett@
portangelesschools.org. 
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